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Dear Families and Friends of the Class of 2013,
It is my pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of the entire University of Minnesota, Morris 
community, to our 2013 graduation ceremony. We share your pride in this extraordinary 
group of graduates, and we are delighted that you are able to be with us on this day of 
celebration. As one of the top public liberal arts colleges in the country, it is our mission to 
provide talented students access to a distinctive, challenging, and high-quality undergraduate 
educational experience.
Graduation is a poignant, bittersweet moment. Celebrating the achievements of the 
graduates and the contributions of families and friends to college success is a cause for  
joy, even while  leaving good friends, cherished teachers, and a campus home is a cause  
for sadness. Graduation from college is one of life’s true milestones and an achievement  
that will be a source of pride and satisfaction for life.  
Morris students believe in the importance of actively shaping the communities in which they 
live. The graduates you see here today have studied abroad; led student organizations; taken 
part in intercollegiate and intramural athletic competitions and musical, theater, and dance 
performances; contributed many hours of service to the local community; and participated 
in creative and scholarly activities mentored by dedicated faculty and staff members. They 
fulfill the University’s mission by leaving here prepared to live their lives as accomplished, 
knowledgeable, engaged global citizens. Today’s graduates leave with the breadth and depth 
of knowledge that are the hallmarks of a liberal arts education and with the skills they need to 
fully participate in their careers and professions.  
We congratulate not only the graduates, but also each and every one of you gathered here 
today—that powerful network of family and friends that made it possible for these men and 
women to be successful at this college. 
I hope your day will be a memorable, exciting, and gratifying one as we celebrate this 
landmark in the lifelong process of growth and learning of these outstanding students.
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Presentation of Candidates ..................................Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean Bart D. Finzel
Chair of the Division of Science and Mathematics Peh Ng
Conferring of Degrees ...................................................... University of Minnesota Regent Thomas Devine
Musical Selection ........................................ Baba Yetu ................................................ Christopher Yen
Concert Choir under the direction of Christina Armendarez ’00
Welcome from the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association ....Suzanne Hendricks Basiago ’87, president
Closing Remarks .............................................................................. Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson
Recessional ...................................Pomp and Circumstance March No. 4 .......................................Edward Elgar
Symphonic Winds under the direction of Simon Tillier
The audience is asked to remain seated until all graduates and faculty have departed from the mall.
The commencement ceremony will be streamed live to  
Edson Auditorium in the Student Center for those not able to be outdoors.
Reception
A reception in the Student Center’s Oyate Hall follows the commencement ceremony. Graduates, families,  
and friends are cordially invited to stay and enjoy the fellowship of this special occasion.
Gallery Exhibition
The Humanities Fine Arts Gallery features the 2013 Senior Art Show. It is open to visitors before and after the 
commencement ceremony.
Special Thank You
With appreciation, we acknowledge the contribution of the American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters Rebecca 
Rick, NIC, and Taften Colbaugh, NIC Master, to the commencement ceremony. A special thank you is extended 
to all the volunteer greeters and ushers, representing students, staff, and members of the University of Minnesota, 
Morris Retirees Association, who assisted with commencement. Thank you to Andrew Sletten ’14, Fergus Falls, 
stage assistant to the Chancellor and Wyatt McMullen ’14, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, stage assistant to the Dean 
and Division Chair.
The Morris campus received the vase on the commencement stage as a special gift in honor of Sam Schuman who 
retired as chancellor in 2006. Kevin Flicker ’74, ceramics teaching specialist, created the vase that was fired in the 
Morris campus wood-fire kiln.
DVD Recording





































































































































































































erican Indian studies,  
 

































































































































































































































ouis Park, psychology, area  
 















































































erican Indian studies,  
 




































































































ashington, political science,  
 


























 2013 Commencement 5
Candidates for Bachelor of Arts Degrees Kelsey Jo Erickson, Mora, elementary educationRebecca M. Erickson, Eyota, biology, statistics, with distinction
Amanda Janne’ Essig, Benson, elementary education
F
Mara Teresa Facile, Maplewood, English, studio art, secondary  
 education, with honors
Elie Donard James Farhat, political science, English
Lucas R. Felts, economics
Joshua Paul Fischer, Miltona, biology
Jayna E. Flanders, Paynesville, elementary education
Caleb J. Forstrom, North Branch, sport management
Derrick M. Foss, Hancock, management: organizations and  
 human resources
Clinton Fox, Nevis, management: organizations and human  
 resources
Sophie Grace Min Fox,  Maplewood, psychology
Sydney Ann Franzese, Wheaton, management: global business
G
Spencer S. Gardeen, Bloomington, chemistry: biochemistry
Daniel Phillip Garrigan, Tallahassee, Florida, sport management
Andrew J. Gelbmann, psychology, liberal arts for the  
 human services
Chase Timothy Gerold, Hastings, chemistry
Kristofor J. Gieske, Sauk Centre, area of concentration:  
 digital media
Timothy S. Ginader, Apple Valley, statistics, economics,  
 with distinction
Samuel Noah Gockel, Saint Paul, chemistry, Spanish,  
 with distinction
Joshua David Godding, Saint Cloud, chemistry: biochemistry,  
 with distinction, with honors
Stacy Karen Goebel, Freeport, English
Sarah Elizabeth Goergen, Maple Grove, chemistry: biochemistry
Eric Marino Gonzalez, Saint Anthony, biology
William Carl Gottwalt, history
Oliver S. Goulet, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, French
Tanner A. Gramm, management: financial management
Tavis Grorud, Andover, English, biology
Jenessa Carol Eileen Grossman, Benson, studio art,  
 secondary education
Kyle Grote, sport management
Kristina Deborah Grundmanis, Minneapolis, psychology, liberal  
 arts for the human services
Holly L. Gruntner, Chisago City, English, with honors
Brian Carl Grunwald, Duluth, chemistry
Anna Elizabeth Gusaas, Alexandria, philosophy, political science,  
 with distinction
H
Joylynn Carol Hadrich, Holdingford, management: financial  
 management, economics
Cassandra Victoria Hall, Brookings, South Dakota, English
Mark Lee Halverstadt, Corcoran, management: financial  
 management, economics
John Hammer, Howard Lake, management: organizations 
 and human resources
Allison Jean Hansen, Lake Elmo, physics, with distinction
Michele Ann Hanson, Benson, sport management
Rebecca Jean Hanson, Webster, biology
Thomas Michael Hanson, Evansville, economics
William P. Hanson, Falcon Heights, history, English
Rachel Marie Harder, Red Wing, psychology, with distinction
Stephen Wallace Harper, Hastings, history, Spanish, with  
 distinction, with honors 
Anna J. Hawkinson, Saint Paul, biology, with honors
Taylor E. Hays, Hastings, environmental studies
Noah Hecht, Little Falls, biology
Scott Lee Hedstrom, Elbow Lake, communication, media,  
 and rhetoric
Alycia Christine Heisler, Detroit Lakes, sociology, with distinction
Amanda Marie Helgerson, Plymouth, biology, Spanish,  
 with distinction
Kayla J. Hendrickson, Elk River, psychology
James C. Hennen, economics, management: general management
Justin Henry, biology
Melissa Ivette Hernandez, El Paso, Texas, sociology
Ryan J. Herr, Chanhassen, history
Austin Grant Hewitt, Eagan, biology
Sydney Alexandra Hintz, studio art
Mathew Louis Hoeschen, Minneapolis, biology, with distinction
Christine Shirley Hoffman, Alexandria, mathematics, Spanish,  
 with distinction
Joseph Patrick Holden, Saint Cloud, mathematics
Nicholas Keith Houlson, Saint Paul, philosophy, history
Amanda Rae House, Foley, Spanish, European studies
Leah M. Hoyt, Springfield, elementary education
Hanna Rose Hudson, White Bear Lake, studio art
Allie Jean Humphrey, Shorewood, biology
Brita Jean Humphrey, Shorewood, biology
Laura Anne Hunt, environmental studies
Adam Douglas Hystead, Golden Valley, communication, media,  
 and rhetoric 
I
Justin Robert Irlbeck, mathematics
Heidi L. Ivers, Zimmerman, biology
J
Matthew Carter Jarvis, Brooklyn Park, biology, psychology
Meghan Joy Jensen, Granite Falls, biology
Ayano Roba Jiru, Shakopee, political science: international  
 relations and comparative politics, English
Jared A. Johnson, Staples, history, economics
Joshua E. Johnson, Monticello, computer science
Nicholas P. Johnson, Mound, mathematics, statistics, economics
Lisa M. Jones, Glenwood, liberal arts for the human services,  
 psychology, with distinction
Steven F. Just, Sisseton, South Dakota, chemistry: biochemistry
K
Josie S. Kahlenbeck, Saint Louis Park, Spanish, political science,  
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Q
Katherine Elizabeth Quist, Estes Park, Colorado, psychology
R
Faith MacLean Randal, Minneapolis, communication, media,  
 and rhetoric 
Eric Stephen Reich, psychology
Chad Andrew Reverman, physics, philosophy
Heather Marie Rondeau, Paynesville, French
Anthony William Rooney, Belgrade, chemistry: biochemistry,  
 with high distinction
Jacey Arline Rosckes, Hanover, psychology
Kristin Ann Ross, Granite Falls, American Indian studies
Erika Marguerite Rotto, Woodbury, management: general  
 management
Lauren Rudy, Elk River, studio art
David Joseph Ruprecht, Paynesville, computer science
Kayla Anne Ryan, Maple Grove, music, secondary education
S
Andrew P. Salonek, Waverly, history, social science,  
 secondary education
Lianna Sanders, Saint Paul, biology
Andreana Mae Saunders, Bloomington, environmental studies,  
 area of concentration: international studies, with distinction,  
 with honors
Malory Lee Sauter, Iron, biology
Katherine Elizabeth Schaefer, Richfield, biology, environmental  
 science
Colin Scheck, Brooklyn Park, political science, history, Spanish,  
 with high distinction
Katherine Lynnae Schemel, Spicer, English
Mark A. Schlumpberger, Champlin, management:  
 general management
Derek Daniel Schmidt, Fisher, sport management
Molly Mae Schmitt, Cottage Grove, biology
Amanda Nicole Schmitz, Alexandria, biology
Danielle Lee Schmitz, Wadena, studio art
Benjamin W. Schuldt, Andover, statistics
Benjamin Jeremiah Schwarz, English, secondary education
Heidi Sue Schwendemann, Starbuck, Spanish
Rose Elizabeth Schwietz, Mendota Heights, English, with high  
 distinction
Samantha Scott, Ogilvie, psychology
Lauren Ruth Seashore, Woodbury, elementary education
Daniel Thomas Seidenkranz, Woodbury, chemistry: biochemistry,  
 with distinction
Benjamin A. Shabb, area of concentration: wellness and sports  
 science with an emphasis in biology
Katherine M. Shellum, Silver Lake, elementary education
Qing Shen, Shanghai, China, statistics
Xin Shen, management: general management
Andrew Jake Showalter, political science, with honors
Aleksander Bernard Tousley Sievert, theatre arts
Nikolas William Simmons, White Bear Lake, music
Reed A. Simpson, Minneapolis, computer science, mathematics
Kaitlyn Faiman Slieter, sociology, French
Audrey Susan Smebakken, Saint Paul, French
Emily Michelle Smith, Burnsville, English
Robert Wayne Smith, Browerville, mathematics, physics
Brittany A. Smrt, Lakeville, management: general management
Tim Snyder, computer science, mathematics
Margaret Leigh Somers, Robbinsdale, biology
Jenna Patricia Sorensen, Chanhassen, psychology
Michael Lee Sorensen, Detroit Lakes, environmental science
Seth R. Sorensen, Buffalo, computer science, mathematics
Nathaniel Z. Sperl, New Ulm, music
Catherine Grace Spurgeon, Coon Rapids, liberal arts for the  
 human services, sociology
Brady Christopher Stock, chemistry: biochemistry
Sasha Maria Suarez, Minneapolis, American Indian studies, with  
 distinction
Bixuan Sun, Henan, China, management: general management,  
 economics, with high distinction
Jamie Lynn Sunde, Merrill, Wisconsin, biology
Jennifer E. Swanson, biology, psychology
Julie Lynn Sweep, Hibbing, anthropology
Bridgett Danielle Swenson, Aitkin, history, anthropology
T
Wenqing Tang, management: general management
Oray Raymond Tangen, communication, media, and rhetoric 
Miles Nelson Taylor, Wood Lake, philosophy
Carolyn A. Thein, chemistry
Katelynn Mae Thomas, Hastings, English
Alexander Leslie Thompson, Belgrade, communication, media,  
 and rhetoric 
Ashleigh Thompson, Salt Lake City, Utah, anthropology, 
American Indian studies, area of concentration: multicultural  
 studies
Theron Nicolas Thompson, Sisseton, South Dakota, history
Caitlyn M. Troge, Saint Paul, psychology
Nicole Marie Tschetter, Morris, elementary education
Kellie Lynn Turner, liberal arts for the human services
U
Michael Joseph Unger, management: financial management,  
 economics
Taryn Nicole Upmann, Rochester, biology, English, with honors
V
Zachary Iverson Van Cleve, Saint Paul, political science: American  
 politics, sociology
Gerard Louis Van Wijk, Cottage Grove, computer science, 
 political science
Katia Beth Vantries, Morris, liberal arts for the human services,  
 sociology 
Scott David Veenhuis, Slayton, social science
Anna Voecks, Big Stone City, South Dakota, music, secondary  
 education
Evan C. Vogel, Saint Paul, political science
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The University of Minnesota, Morris story told through the campus symbol. 
• The symbol’s monogram M stands for Morris and for Minnesota. The M is constructed of graceful lines that arc outward, conveying the 
openness and expressiveness of the Morris campus.
• Uncontained and unconstrained, the M is centered within three overlapping circles. The two lower circles form the infinity sign, 
illustrating a sense of limitlessness and perpetual motion, and reflecting the “renewable and sustainable” liberal arts education that 
students receive at the University of Minnesota, Morris.
The Morris campus attracts students from throughout Minnesota, the United States, and around the world. The 2012–13 
student body represents 80 Minnesota counties, 27 states, and 15 countries. The “Morris experience” emphasizes faculty/student 
collaborative research, study abroad opportunities, and service learning projects. The University of Minnesota, Morris offers 
bachelor of arts degrees in 35 majors and is consistently rated as one of the nation’s top public liberal arts colleges. 
The University of Minnesota, Morris has received national recognition for its academically gifted student body, its commitment to 
diversity, its emphasis on student leadership, and the exceptional student-centered learning environment created by its dedicated 
faculty and staff. The North Central Association of Colleges and Schools declares Morris  “a model liberal arts college.” 
• The three shapes that form the M remember the three institutions that have made their home on the 126-year-old Morris campus: 
The first buildings on the Morris campus housed an American Indian boarding school that opened in 1887. The school was first 
administered by the Sisters of Mercy order of the Catholic Church and later by the United States Government. It closed in 1909, 
and the campus was transferred to the State of Minnesota with the stipulation that American Indian students “shall at all times be 
admitted to such school free of charge for tuition,” a policy still proudly honored. The current Multi-Ethnic Resource Center is the 
only remaining building on campus from the American Indian boarding school period.
In 1910, the University of Minnesota established the West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) on the Morris campus, which 
educated area high school students in a boarding school environment until 1963. It is this time period that garnered the campus its 
placement on the National Register of Historic Places as the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station Historic 
District. Handsome Prairie School campus buildings, constructed during the WCSA years and designed by well-known state architect 
Clarence H. Johnston, Sr., continue to serve the campus well. 
In the late 1950s, when the University of Minnesota announced that agricultural schools would be phased out, a grassroots citizens 
movement convinced the Minnesota Legislature that creating a distinct public liberal arts college within the University of Minnesota 
system on the Morris campus would be a good investment for the state. In September 1960, the University of Minnesota, Morris 
opened its doors and began fulfilling its institutional vision to be an affordable, undergraduate, small, residential, public liberal arts 
college.  
The Morris campus has been identified as a national leader for its “green” initiatives—wind energy, biomass energy, Pride of the 
Prairie local, sustainable food projects, and its goal to be carbon neutral. 
Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with at least 50 percent postconsumer material. 
 
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to 
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
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